Germany, May 2008 

Your Excellency Ayatollah Sayed 'Ali Khamenei,

I would respectfully draw your attention to the sentence of a citizen whose name is Behnoud Shojaee. I welcome the stay of execution of Behnoud Shojaee to next month. Owing to information of Amnesty International I know that he remains at risk of execution for a crime committed when he was under 18. 
I urge you to commute Behnoud Shojaees death sentence and the death sentences of all juvenile offenders sentenced to death in Iran.
For sure my informant Amnesty International recognises the right and responsibility of governments to bring to justice those suspected of criminal offences in proceedings that meet international standards for fair trial, but in fact unconditionally opposes the death penalty in all circumstances - just like I do. The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment.
I call on you to pass, as a matter of urgency, legislation abolishing the death penalty for all offences committed by those under 18, in accordance with Iran’s obligations as a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

I request you to act pursuant to the law of nations. I would ask you to reconsider this case in the light of my petition.

Yours sincerely,

Germany

